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HG Carrillo 2012

Verónica B. Fonseca-García
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The International 
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Eugène J. Delporte

(1882-1955)
Flammarion, 1956
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Al-Sufi's Book of the Fixed Stars - Oxford, Biblioteca Bodleian MS
Al-Sufi's Book of the Fixed Stars - Oxford, Biblioteca Bodleian MS
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THE PROBLEM
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Uranometria - I. Bayeri. Library OAC

Coelum Australe - De La Caille. Library OAC Library OACSantiago Paolantonio - 2020 



I. Bode 1801 - Córdoba Astronomical Observatory Library

meteors and fireballs

variable stars
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THE SOLUTION
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Cover of the Report of  E. J. Delporte

presented in 1930
Córdoba Astronomical Observatory Library

The atlas of the Uranometría Argentina
Córdoba Astronomical Observatory Library

Eugène J. Delporte

(1882-1955)
Flammarion, 1956
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Uranometría Argentina

Objetives:

 unifying the stellar denominations

 solving a proposal of the limits of the constellations

o used arcs of right ascension circles and parallels of declination

o choosing them in such a way that they did not deviate too much 

from those used in the most important atlas of the time, and 

minimizing the changes of belonging of the stars to the 

constellations.

The magnitude scale was extended to 7th
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Córdoba Astronomical Observatory Library

Equinox 1875.0

Santiago Paolantonio - 2020 



Original notebook for the 

Uranometría Argentina and 

variable star list
Córdoba Astronomical Museum

Variable star list
S. Paolantonio 2013
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URANOMETRÍA ARGENTINA
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Argentine National Observatory, 

October 24, 1871.
Córdoba Astronomical Observatory Library

Benjamin A. Gould (1824 - 1896)
Córdoba Astronomical Observatory Library

Friedrich W. A. Argelander 

(1799 - 1875)
Universität Bonn
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Original notebooks for the 

Uranometría Argentina. 

First observation on 

November 14, 1870.
Córdoba Astronomical Museum

Williams Morris Davis (1850-

1934). UC Santa Barbara. 
Department of Geography
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John (Juan) Macon Thome
(1843 - Palmyra, 1908 – Córdoba) 
Córdoba Astronomical Museum

Original notebooks, first 

observation made by Thome, 

November 17, 1870 
Córdoba Observatory Museum
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“... I have essayed a simplification of the nomenclature 

and a reformation of the existing boundaries; earnestly 

hoping that, whatever may be the verdict of astronomers 

as to the measure of tact or judgment employed, they 

may at least recognize in every modification a strong 

desire to avoid new sources of confusion while 

diminishing the existing ones.” (Gould 1879)

Santiago Paolantonio - 2020 



Córdoba Astronomical Observatory Library
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I. Bode 1801 - Córdoba Astronomical Observatory Library

VELA

CARINA

PUPPIS

I. Johannis Hevelii 1690 - ETH Bibliothek

“The total abandonment of the venerable constellation 

Argo has caused me much regret; yet it will not cease 

to exist, being represented by its legitimate 

descendants.” (Gould 1879)
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Gould Belt

Encyclopedia of Astronomy and Astrophysics 

Nature Publishing Group 2001 
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Córdoba Astronomical Observatory Library

Córdoba Astronomical Observatory Library

Catalog 1879

400 pages

7755 stars (7ma)

707 stars (>7ma)

Atlas 1877

13 maps de 50 x 70 cm

South Pole - +10º
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In summary, the limits of the current constellations were 

defined taking as reference the proposal made in the 

Uranometría Argentina. 

This choice was not arbitrary, but a consequence of the 

quality of the work done in the Argentine National.

Santiago Paolantonio - 2020 



Thank you
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